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"The Day When Two Parades Met" 

Luke 7:11-17 

20 June Anno Domini 2004 -- Trinity 2 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dearly Beloved, 

 

Yesterday there was a parade here in town, as there is every year during the Cherry Festival here in 

Emmett. Perhaps you watched it from the sidelines ... maybe you were a participant. The parade 

began at the south edge of town, came up Washington Avenue and, at the intersection here in town 

made a right turn and headed east on Main Street. There was a lot of smiles, laughing and people 

waving to each other in this lively parade. That's the kind of parade it was. 

 

Everyone loves a parade, right? Well, not necessarily, for there's another kind of parade. In the front 

of this other parade is a long car called a hearse and other cars follow it. Here in Emmett this funeral 

parade begins on Main Street, heads to the intersection here in the middle of town, makes a right on 

to Washington and heads north to the cemetery on the hill at the north edge of town. There are 

usually not a lot of smiles, very little laughing and people don't wave to those on the sidewalk in this 

parade of death. That's the kind of parade this is. 

 

Imagine what would happen if, as the parade last night moved into the intersection just as a funeral 

procession did as well. What would happen? Who would have the right of way? Perhaps you are 

thinking that this was ridiculous and could not happen. Well, in the Gospel Reading for today, a 

parade of death met with the Parade of Life. Please listen to that text once more and recall ... 

 

... The Day That Two Parades Met 

 

Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went 

with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was 

being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city 

was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." 

Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, 

"Young man, I say to you, arise." So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented 

him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has 

risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people." And this report about Him went throughout 

all Judea and all the surrounding region. 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

There were two big parades that day near the gates of the city called Nain. The one was the Parade 

of Life as Jesus walked into the city. The Master, Who taught both by His marvelous, life-giving 

words and by His amazing, life-sustaining deeds, led a large throng along the way. His disciples 

walked with Him, for that is what disciples do. He was also accompanied by a great crowd of 
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people. At the gate of the city there was joy, life, and excitement in this royal procession for Jesus 

had, just the day before, healed a centurion's servant. Prior to that a leper had been cleansed at Jesus' 

Word. A paralytic rose up and walked, having been both healed and forgiven by the Son of God. 

Jesus had demonstrated the power and authority of His own divine nature when He cast out demons 

on one occasion and helped bring in a full net of fish on another. Truly this Jesus was the center of 

attention in the Parade of Life. 

 

But there was another parade that day and it was also a very large procession. It was the Parade of 

Death. A coffin was being carried by others as the Parade of Death wound through the streets of the 

city and headed for the gate to the graveyard in the world outside. The casket contained the body of a 

human being - someone so alive just hours ago - someone old enough to be called a man - someone 

young enough that his mother was still living. 

 

Do you see this mother walking in the Parade of Death? She is accompanying the casket of her only 

son. This mother, grieving the death of her only son, knows the way of sorrow, for she has walked in 

the Parade of Death before. This woman knows the bitter tears of grief and the stunned gazes upon 

wooden caskets because, at a time prior to this, she accompanied the casket of her husband. And 

when Jesus came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of 

his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. 

 

The two parades met at the gate of the city. What in the world happens when the Parade of Life 

meets the Parade of Death? Well, one must give way to the other. Jesus, the Author of Life, came 

into this world because every human being - each one of us - was, or still is, in the Parade of Death, 

each destined to take our respective turns at being carried in a coffin to an eternal destruction. That is 

what each one of us deserves; that is where each of us was heading. But God, Who desires not the 

death of anyone, sent His Son that we might have Life and have it abundantly. 

 

So Life came into this world and was born in Bethlehem. God sent His only Son to be our 

Redeemer. Jesus lived for us, taught for us, prayed for us, and suffered on our behalf and in our 

place. Thus commenced a bloody parade of death by the author of Life as Jesus staggered and 

trudged through the streets of Jerusalem in order to ascend to the Place of the Skull. There Life met 

Death on the cross of Calvary when Jesus was crucified for the sins of the world, your sins and my 

sins included. 

 

So, dear people, God the Father knows exactly what it's like to have an only son die. Death appeared 

to have won when Jesus died and His lifeless Body was taken down from the awful tree and stuffed 

into a hole in the ground. But appearances are deceiving and the earth shook hours later when, on 

Easter morning, Christ rose from the dead, demonstrating victory over death and a complete 

payment for all our sins. The Parade of Life continues and the Parade of Death need not be the end. 

 

The widow whose only son had just died found that out the day the two parades met at the gate of 

the city of Nain. What would happen when these two columns met? One would have to give way to 

the other. Would it be Jesus stepping aside, or the grieving woman who lost both husband and her 

only Son. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." Then 

He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young 

man, I say to you, arise." Do you hear what Jesus said to the dead man? "Arise!" God gave His Word 

and with His Word is the authority and the power to make it so. Jesus grants the Word that enables 

one to be taken from the Parade of Death and join Him in the Parade of Life. 
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And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise." So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And 

Jesus presented him to his mother. Jesus presented the young man to his mother. What a beautiful 

passage that is. Following the man's Resurrection from the dead, the Lord presents him to his 

mother. There will be a family reunion of the faithful. 

 

We are also told of two others whom Jesus raised from the dead during the days prior to His own 

death and Resurrection. There was the daughter of Jairus and there was a friend named Lazarus. Like 

the widow's son in the city of Nain, they were both relatively young people who had died. This 

demonstrates that He has the power to raise the dead. He did not say He would raise all the dead 

before the Last Day, for surely the woman remained a widow. He raised some to show that He could 

and to give us hope on days when we grieve. This is in order that we may anticipate and be confident 

that the Lord will present all Christian sons to their Christian mothers on that wonderful day of the 

Resurrection. 

 

Until that day you and I are in two parades. It is most certainly true that we are not spectators 

watching the parade of time go by with each of us. Rather, as a participant, each one steps closer to 

the moment when one departures this vale of tears. But God has called us His own and brought us 

into the Parade of Life ... which is the Church. At the intersection, death must stop and Life 

continues on with the Lord in Paradise.  

 

Both of the thieves who were crucified with Jesus were among those in the Parade of Death. One of 

the thieves repented of his sin, confessed Jesus as the Christ, and petitioned the Lord of Life, "Jesus, 

remember me when You come into Your Kingdom" (Luke 23). The Suffering Savior spoke those 

beautiful Words of truth from the cross to that repentant thief, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be 

with Me in Paradise." Dear thief, though this day your body will die, you - the real you that you are - 

today you will be with Me in Paradise. Dear thief, though your body will be taken down and buried 

in an unmarked grave, today you will be with Me in Paradise. 

 

And on that other Last Day, the Lord's Word will touch this coffin known as Earth and the dead in 

Christ will rise with body and soul then re-united. Hear that Word of the Lord: "I say to you arise." 

For the Lord God Almighty, the One Who created you in the first place, will, on the great and 

wonderful Day of the Resurrection, raise up the bodies of all and reunite them with their souls. 

 

Is He Who first formed man from the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

Life (Genesis 2), capable of reassembling us on the last day and reuniting body and soul, no matter 

how difficult the task might seem to us? Yes, indeed, for this is God we are talking about. This is the 

One Who stopped the Parade of Death that day in the city of Nain - when He had compassion on the 

widow who has lost her only son and said, "Do not weep." Then He came and touched the open 

coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise." So he 

who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. 

 

It is no wonder that fear - proper, Godly fear, came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A 

great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people." And this report about Him 

went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region. Dear people, the Parade of Death stopped 

that day. For there was absolutely no more reason for it to continue. The son is risen; risen indeed. 

Death was defeated and stopped dead in its tracks. "O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is 

thy sting?" 

 

The Parade of Life was joined by the woman and her only son. People were amazed and the account 
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of this event in the city of Nain went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region. Why, the 

report of this episode went even further, crossing geographic boundaries of space and spanning the 

centuries of time, and coming to a sleepy little town in southwest Idaho, and to a congregation of 

Jesus' disciples gathered together in His Name ... that is, in the Name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


